[image: ]In Person Board Meeting
Monday, September 12, 2022 at 7:00 pm

with Zoom option



Attendance: Jeff Berlat, Eric Bishop, Nathan Canen, Eric Cohn, Brian Cweren, Gideon Estes, Carly Fleck, Scott Friedman, Sandy Jackson (Zoom), Arden Katz, Lena Lieb (Zoom), Sammie Lorch (Zoom), Lou Mizis, Daniel Pickelner, Rozanne Rubin, Ethan Schultz, Kendall Toarmina Pang (Zoom), Kenny Weiss, 

The entire board meeting was devoted to Ally Training facilitated by McKenzie Wren of Sojourn, the Southern Jewish Resource Network for Gender and Sexual Diversity.

Kenny placed McKenzie’s visit within the context of Houston Hillel’s participation in the Keshet Leadership Project, which helped Houston Hillel achieve excellence in LGBTQ+ inclusion, and facilitated the launch of QJews. McKenzie’s visit was funded by a grant from the Houston Jewish Community Foundation.

Overview of McKenzie’s presentation

· Community building among board members.
· Examination of Houston Hillel’s mission statement, and the shared values of Houston Hillel and Sojourn.
· Overview of college student demographics along with those of the Houston Jewish community and Texas.
· 17% ID as LGBTQ+
· 1.7% ID as transgender, nonbinary or questioning
· 25% of Jews under 30 identify as LGBTQ+
· Houston 4th largest gay pride
· The largest LGBTQ+ population in Texas
· Below average for support on LGBTQ issues
· 1 in 150 Texans ID as transgender
· 63% are ethnic minorities
· 10,000 Texas youth ID as transgender
· These folks are not protected under the Texas hate crime law
· 10 anti-Transgender bills on the docket for the 87th Texas legislative session
· 17 Texas schools made Campus Pride’s 2021 worst school list
· “Houston Equal Rights Ordinance” was defeated in 2015 
· Common language for LGBTQ+ inclusion.
· Gender identity and sexuality exist as a spectrum.
· Tips for being an ally.

Attached is a handout to facilitate serving as an ally.
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